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“Visibility can be 
an act of 

defiance and 
agency.”

   Zoë Charlton uses the concept of the doppelgänger to ex-
amine issues of in/visibility in our society.  In her definition, “a 
doppelgänger can be historical or ancestral—someone who... 
embodies you but isn’t exactly the same.” Charlton has long 
been interested in look-alikes and the idea of someone—or 
something—as a “stand in” for another person. The Ipseity Proj-
ect was inspired by an African female sculpture that Charlton 
acquired from an antique store. The five-foot-tall sculpture is 
Charlton’s exact height and has other physical likenesses to the 
artist. Installed at the center of the exhibition, the sculpture 
represents questions that underlie Charlton’s drawings; ques-
tions about representation in culture and art. 

“The Ipseity Project”  
Zoë Charlton, 2018

Meet  the Artist! 



Doppelganger Exploration
 Zoë Charlton explores identity and self-hood in her artwork. This activity invites you to 
explore your own identity. 

https://www.u-ca.org/exhibition/the-ipseity-project

Essential 
Questions

What kind of 
doppelganger did 
you choose? Why?

 
WWhat qualities do 
you and your 
doppelganger 
share?
 

HHow does your 
doppelganger differ 

from you? 

Are these 
differences 

meaningful? In 
what way? 

HHow does your 
doppelganger 
make you feel? 
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